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Dear VSC Families and Scholars,
What a year 2020 has been for us. This has certainly
been a once-in-a-lifetime experience for us all.
Hopefully we never have to endure this kind of
struggle or face challenges such as these again, but
it has truly been a testament to the strength of our
school community to see how we continue to come
together, especially in the face of such adversity.
As 2020 comes to a close, we mourn together all
that we have lost. It is difficult to find celebration at
a time like this, but we remain hopeful for all that
2021 may bring. We continue to look to our
students and thrive on the joy they bring us each
day, even with the stress we all presently face.
We also continue to look for moments of joy amidst
the chaos right now. Our afterschool groups have
created wonderful projects already this year and
we’ve loved watching them explore their interests,
including starting drama, podcasting, journalism,
and graphic design clubs, and even getting to create
their own after school clubs through the
organization SPARK, facilitated by Ms. Fashusi.

We thank teachers and students both for their
enthusiasm even after hours. If you’re
interested in joining one or more after school
clubs, be sure to encourage your child to look
for the information on the Morning Meet page,
or reach out to Ms. McNelly at
kmcnelly@schools.nyc.gov for more
information.
As always, we are so grateful for the
community and family we have created
together here at VSC. We continue to be here
for you and your loved ones as you need and
as we move forward through these challenges,
and we look forward to celebrating all together
once again. Best wishes at this holiday season,
and sending you all of our love and light.
Sincerely,
Adonna McFarland, Principal
Kiesha Kemp, Assistant Principal
Kuzaliwa Campbell, Assistant Principal

MS. SEECHARAN'S SIXTH GRADE ELA CLASS
This month, students are finishing the novel, Bud, Not Buddy and learning how
experiencing hardships has the power to transform people. Set against the backdrop of
the Great Depression, students have followed 10-year old Bud as he journeyed from
various foster homes across the country in search of his long-lost father. As we near the
end of the novel, students will engage in socratic seminars to discuss the various ways in
which Bud’s experiences have helped to transform him, and begin drawing connections
about how they themselves can be transformed by their own life experiences.

MS. GOMEZ'S 8TH GRADE MATH CLASS
This month students are taking a quick break from Algebra and focusing on Geometry! We are
moving things all around using: translations, rotations and reflections. Students are learning
what it means to map a figure onto another as well as the importance of the order in which we
move objects around! Students now know that we use transformations every day. We have
discussed how we translate ourselves throughout our homes, rotate our heads to look in
different directions and see our reflections every day! We will continue diving deeper into
transformations as we make our way into the concept of Congruency.

MS. ROWE'S 7TH GRADE ELA CLASS
7th Grade was on a pilgrimage to Canterbury. We were listening to stories and joining
others in a storytelling competition. The pilgrim who told the best story was to receive a
free dinner! For the month of December we are packing our suitcases and returning
home from our pilgrimage, we’ve learned so much about great storytelling and what
makes stories come alive. In the middle of this month students will engage with another
book “The Midwife’s Apprentice”. Here, we will meet a girl called Alice and learn about
peasants in Medieval times. More deeply however, we will learn about the ways society
can support our identity and simultaneously limit our view on how we perceive
ourselves.

MS. JOSHUA'S PODCASTING CLUB
In podcasting we are here to inform and educate our audience with thought provoking and
critically researched information. Our goal is to unite our school community through
information and communication while remaining culturally conscious and aware. Our
responsibility is to provide you with various perspectives in order to foster conversation
and bring awareness to issues that impact our communities.

BLACK SOLIDARITY DAY
VSC held a Black Solidarity Day which hosted elementary and middle schools form District 16
and District 19. Ms. Fashusi organized and hosted the event with our very own 8th grader
Christian Williams. Students were challenged to generate a story where a character goes
through a day without access to inventions or innovations of Black people. Other students
presented on Social Justice Heroes who demonstrated acts of courage. The event was
attended by the leaders of both districts including the superintendents, as well as Anael Alston
of the state education department. Students from VSC participated! Treasure Jewell-Jones,
Christian Williams, and Jalicia Foust made the VSC community proud by presenting on Black
Social Justice Hero

SCHOOL YARD DESIGN PROJECT
130 students participated in a survey that detailed what they would like to see in the
schoolyard. Over 70 students submitted design proposals to reflect students interest. Ms.
Abdul-Latif led efforts to share data from the survey results with the school community, the
community board, the City Councilwoman, and the parks department. The meeting was
productive and set the stage for the coming weeks when finalist were selected. The finalist
who designs were selected were Sophia Cowan, Oluwadamilare Ikotun, Amber Maddox,
Amaya Davis, and Lauryn Crawford. Their designs were well planned and incorporated the
desires of the student population.

MS. ABDUL-LATIF'S MATH CLASS

MS. BONNEN'S ELA CLASS

Alyssa Wallace, Audrey Harmon Flores,
Iyannae Latouche, Kaira Evans

Adiitya Deodharry, Chelsea Allman

Carlos Casilla, Giselle Harmon, Cameron
Wilson, Starmel Williams

Murjani Campbell, Supreme Williams

MR. DUNNE'S SCIENCE CLASS

MS. FASHUSI'S MATH CLASS

MS. CEPEDA'S SPANISH CLASS

Alwayne Sherman, Giselle Harmon-Flores,
Starlysia Kenner, Starmel Williams

MS. GOMEZ'S MATH CLASS

Alwayne Sherman, Giselle Harmon,Lopez,
Ayesha Mazeb, Starmel Williams

MS. JIMENEZ'S ELA CLASS
Kaylin Daniel, Samantha Rivera

MS. MATTHEW'S ELA CLASS
Alwayne Sherman, Kayla Cain,
Cameron Wilson, Devontay Daly

MR. NEWSOME'S SCIENCE CLASS

Ethan Aranda, Samantha Rivera, Sharlene
Rodriguez, Kamille Jobity

MS. COWARD'S ELA CLASS

Samantha Rivera, Sharlene Rodriguez,
Ayanna Dominguez

MR. GWIN'S SCIENCE CLASS

Adner Cabral, Audrey Bates Flores, Jaden
Paynter ,Amaya Davis

MS. JOSHUA'S ELA CLASS

Ndeye Amina Demas ,Lakeisha Branch

MS. MCNELLY'S ELA CLASS

Carlos Casilla, Giselle Harmon Flores

MS. ROWE'S ELA CLASS

Adner Cabral, Audrey Bates Flores,
Iyannae Hammed

MS. OSTERWALDER'S CLASS
Ayden Rivera

MS. SEECHARAN'S ELA CLASS

MS. RICHARD'S MATH CLASS

Kaylin Daniel, Samantha Rivera,
Sharlene Rodriguez, Kamille Jobity

Murjani Campbell, Aditya Deodharry,
Lakeisha Branch, Chelsea Allman

MS. CEPEDA'S SPANISH CLASS

MS. BONNEN'S ELA CLASS

MR. DUNNE'S SCIENCE CLASS

MS. COWARD'S ELA CLASS

Ghada Azan, Kayla Cain,
Francier Villavizar, David Jenkins

Carlos Casilla, Janiya Bacchus,
Treasure Jewell Jones, Coleeto Bennett

MS. JIMENEZ'S ELA CLASS

Rodolfo Hansell, Ziare Mcleod

Peter Campbell

MS. FASHUSI'S MATH CLASS

Timothy Hernandez

Kaylin Daniel, Timothy Hernandez, Sade
Brinson, Nathaniel Credle

MS. GOMEZ'S MATH CLASS

MR. GWIN'S SCIENCE CLASS

MS. MATTHEW'S ELA CLASS

MS. MCNELLY'S ELA CLASS

Alaa Mohamed, Janiya Bacchus, Treasure
Jewell Jones, David Beaubrun

Carlos Casilla, Giselle Harmon Flores,
Starysia Kenner, Anthony Adams

Alyssa Wallace, Yandrek Negron,
Jaileen Duverge, Nylean Williams

Alaa Mohamed, Janiya Bacchus

MS. SEECHARAN'S ELA CLASS

Kietara Clarke, Cindy Baiden Fletcher,
Jaidyn Biing, Dejai Emery Seamen

MR. NEWSOME'S SCIENCE CLASS
Kahla Johnson, Timothy Hernandez,
Danaisha Davenport, Ayden Rivera

MS. ROWE'S ELA CLASS

Ndeye Demas, Sabrina Castro,
Janiyah Johnson, Sophia Cowen

MS. RICHARD'S MATH CLASS
Aicha Cisse, Jason Morrison,
Charazz Moran Jr., Omar Shepherd

Winter Recess

Winter Recess: Schools Closed
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